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	Clean water for the City of Dunedin passes through the Dunedin Water Treatment Facility.  Several graduate students at USF are working to improve understanding of the inner workings of the facility’s membranes and to optimize the process by reducing costs and running time while maintaining finished water quality.  
	Fourteen individuals were surveyed on their opinions regarding the ethics of this research.  All of those surveyed agree that access to clean tap water is important, but not everyone was in agreement over the current state of drinking water quality.  Over 50% of those surveyed believe that tap water is inferior in quality to bottled water, and another 25% said that tap water and bottled water are equivalent.   One person disagreed completely, explaining that he has “seen study after study that shows tap water to be cleaner, safer and better that ordinary bottled water”. 
Over two-thirds of those surveyed voiced the opinion that change and innovation are important in the drinking water industry.  One person brought up a very valid concern:  “Bacteria and other organisms may adapt to the process that is being used now, so improving standards is always necessary.”  There was no consensus, however, on the ethics of whether or not the general public should be informed when a water treatment facility changes their process.  There was also a 50-50 split on whether a vote should be submitted to the public before any changes are made.  The ethics of changing a process that can affect something as vital as drinking water are cloudy.

Economy is a consideration in the ethics of this project as one interviewee pointed out: “If they can produce cleaner water for the same relative price due to new technology then I say go for it.”   When asked about revision of drinking standards every few years, most of those surveyed suggested that we pursue better water quality standards as long as the cost remains about the same.    
In summary,
· All of those surveyed think that having access to clean tap water is important.
· Over 50% believe that tap water is inferior in quality to bottled water.
· 70% voiced the opinion that change and innovation are important in the water industry.
· The results were split on whether or not drinking water facilities should be able to change their procedures without informing the general public or submitting the proposal for a vote.
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